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aspects will dissolve. The branches of the
problem %vilI dissolve with the root. I did
not wvant to intervene in a debate on the
Agricultural Estimates, but I think I1 was
justified on this occasion in pointing out what
the people iii the metropolitan area are
sufferng aIs a restilt of the high prices of
p)erishable goodis.

1Progress reported.

H owse adjourned at 6.20 p.m.
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MOTION-RAILWAY FREIGHTS
AND FARES.

As to Sug gested Increase.

HON. 0. B. WILLIAMS (South) [2.18]:
1move-

That in tine Opinion Of this House, the all-
round increase of 12%/_ per cent. in railway
fares and freights--as suggested by Mr-. Ray-
nor, Deputy Se-retary of tine Railway Depart-
mneat-would hie ain unfair tax on mininig, agri-
cultural anid pastoral producers; and further,
that no increase in iailwny charges should be
imposed without submission to Parliamient.

That this resolutiont be transinittedi to the
Legislative Assemibly' with, a request for its
concurrence therein.

it i; three or four years now since this
House disennwd a similar question, avid, by
ii majority-certainly of only one vote-it
,disallowed proposed increased freights. The
then Government, Which is the present
,one, discovered another way to get around the
difik-ulty. After having dealt -with the
in- rva-oing of freights in Parliament by
layinug regulations onl the Table fon- mnanv
--:Pars, it ;nidenly- found there was; no need

p)J 0

to do that. After all, the Government,
Whatever its political brand, consists of only
a few members, supported by a majority of
men in another place, and those men are
responsible to their electors. Any increases3
in freights and charges that have to be Diet
by the people have to be justified by
members of Parliament, no matter whether
they are or are not members of the Gov-
ern-netit for the time being.

In 1939 this House disallowed any in-
ereases, and it did that also in a previous
session, but still they continued to be im-
posed. I will read a letter which has brought
the matter to a head, so far as I am con-
c-eruied. 'Most country members have received
a similar communication from the Kal-
goorlie Mujnicipal Council. We are guided,
more or less, by our electors, and we realise
the Government must raise money to carry
on the different activities for which it is
responsible. But still, when increases in
'a i Iway- freights are being mooted, the in-
terests of people in the outback districts
and of iproduceers generally should be con-
sidered. This letter is addressed from the
Municipal Chambers, Kalgoorlie, and is
signed by the Town Clerk-

At a meeting of the council held on the 16th
inst., the question. of the proposed increase in
railway freights and fares came up for discus-
Sion1.

Tine news that the change is seriously con-
teniplated was contained in a statement made
before the Commnonwealth Gr-ants Comnmission,
wh-Ien sjitting in Perth on the 6th November,
by the Deputy Secretary of the 'Railway De-
partmlent, Mr. V . C. Raynor. He is reported
to have said that all-round rises in railway
charges of 121,{ per cent, were proposed.

The people of the Goldfields desire to be
tolerant and co-operate with the Goverament in
any wnoe which is found necessary on Ste-

t'-ouiit of war-time exigencies, hut they cannot
contemplate with complaceney so great ant in-
crease in charges as that suggested.

The people in the outposts of the State, more
particulurly the Eastern Goldfields, arc depend-
ent on the railways, and the charges made for
the carriage of goods affect every resident. All
thne requirements of industry are conveyed by
train and food, clothes, furniture and other
necessities are influenced in price by trans-
port costs.

In the year 1939, the question of increased
rafilway freights received attention by Parlia-
ment, which disallowed a regulation to obtain
additional revenue by this method of taxation.
flowerer, the expressed opinion of Parliament
was flouted and high rates continued to be inm-
posed to the detriment of the people of the
Goldfields and other parts of the State. You
cain realise that there will be a lot of re-action
fronm the people in the country and mining din-
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tricts of Western Australia, should the increase
of 12% per cent. in charge be inflicted, more
particularly, as the last increase wais inposed
in actual defiance of the decision of Panic.
meat.

My council unanimously carried a resolution
emphatically protesting against the suggested
12Y2 per cent., or any increase, on railway
charge;, and I was directed to ask that you he
good enough to voice your disapproval of any
such impost being put into effect.

That letter comes from an influential body,
representing a large outback town. We have
received sonmc undertaking, although not
really an assurance, from another place,
-when the Minister for Railways said, in
effect, that the Government would accept
full responsibility if any increase in freights
was proposed. The matter, however, has
not yet been discussed by the Government.
The Railway Department seems to do as it
likes with all Governments. Probably on
-this occasion it will do the same, but I am
going to ask the House to enter a protest
and, at the same time, request that what I
have said be taken into consideration before
any increase in freights is allowed. The
latest returns from the Railway Department
show that in 1941 the revenue under this
heading amounted to £3,800,000,' and, as
near as I can make it, 121/ per cent. of
that sum is £361,000. That is the contem-
plated increase to be levied upon the tax-
payers of this State outside the metropolitan
area. We all kinow how the goldmining in-
dustry has gone down because of the war.
We know that the Railway Department has
cancelled, or proposes to cancel, all trains
except one a fortnight, and two a week to
Norseman. How is this 121/. per cent. in-
crease to be applied in those districts 1 After
all, the upkeep will be there just the same.
The railway gangs will have to he main-
tained to keep the line in order.

I have been wondering whether the 121/
per cent. will be added, in the case of that
district, to the earnings as they are at the
moment, or what they were when the dis-
trict was prosperous. This protest must be
made. According to the figures in 1040,
the Railway Department lost £440,000 odd,
and in 1941 £E307,0900 odd. Mr. Raynor has
estimated that the deficit for 1942-43 will
he greater than it was in those two years.
That such a loss should be contemplated is
strange. A large number of men employed
in the railway service have enlisted, and we
understand that maintenance and repair
work has been sadly neglected during the

last two or three years. To a large extent
the Commonwealth Government seems to
have taken over our railways, and I tim
wondering whether the department is bring
paid for its services as it should be paid
and whether the whole of the people of
Australia are bearing their share of that
,section of the war effort. I trust that they
are paying a reasonable amount for the use
of our railways in furtherance of the war
effort.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Should not the esti-
mated increase be £;360,000, not £36,000'?

Hon. C. B. WIELLIAMIS: I said it would
he roughly £361,000.

Hon. J. Cornell: About £475,000.
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I have merely

given the rough figures that a 12 1/2 per cent.
increase wvould represent, When we travel
about the country by the railways, -we can
see that some of the departments are over-
worked and that some arc overstaffed.
Recently when ire feared that the Japanese
might put in an appearance overnight, the
department movedl the signposts from the
stations, evidently under the assumption that
if the enemy camne here, he would not be
able to tell where East Perth or Mt. Lawley
was situated. Yet, I have noticed that
thousands of pounds have been spent on the
M1t. Lawley station during the same period.
Gangs of men were employed there on the
work of repairing and renovating. This
station is located right alongside the East
Perth Power House, which is one of the
first places that would be bombed by an
enemy. The only route for traffic to the
Goldfields, apart from a circuitous route
through the South-W est, is via Alt. Lawley.
Yet the department, with a huge deficit in
its finances, can waste thousands of pounds
renovating a station that any day may go
up) in smoke. To lay out money in that way
is quite wrong. The station was painted and
renovated and then men were sent along
to take down the signboards. This shows
that the department is employing a surplus
of men.

I challenge any member to go to any of
the stations from Midland Junction to Perth
in the evening and say that one man could
not carry out all the work necessary instead
of the two or three men now being employed.
There is only a little work to be clone on
those stations apart from collecting tickets.
If there ate no brains in the department
capable of instituting economies, the 0or-
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ernment should take action to ensure that
some brains are put there. It is obvious
to everyone that a surplus of labour is
being employed; it is labour being wasted
for no good purpose whatever.

We in the outback country must take
action to ensure that this proposed increase
in freights and fares is not put over us, as
it may be if we do not enter a protest in
good time. Everybody can appreciate what
a tremendous cost this increase will impose
upon the farmers. However, I will leave
country members to present that side of the
case. For years the farmers have been in
dlifficulties and now it is proposed to in-
crease railway freights by 12 / per cent. I
am afraid that if this sort of thing con-
tinues, we shall soon havc no farmers at
all. I ask the House to approve of this
protest and affirm, that at the present time
it is very wrong to endeavour to load eon-
snmers in the country with another increase
in freights and fares such as has been sug-
gested by 'Mr. Raynor.

HON. J. CORNELL (South): I second
the motion. Mr. Williams, I and other
Goldfields members, in taking up the mat-
ter at this stage, may be considered to be
a little premature, but it is well to get in
early and, as a guide to what might happen,
make a retrospect of the past. When the
Minister for Railways was asked whether
there was any substance in Mr. Raynor's
statement to the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission about a 121 per cent. increase in.
railway freights and fares, he said that the
statement had been made without reference
to the Government and that the matter had
not been considered by the Government, in
consequence of which no declaration would
be made until the proposal had been con-
sidered by Cabinet. "Where there is smoke
there is fire" is a very sound axiom.

Let -as look back and ascertain what hap-
pened on a previous occasion. Mir. Williams
has told us that when the rate book was
altered in 1939 to provide for an increase
in freights and fares to the extent of about
£50,000 annually, the by-law was disallowed.
Mr. Thomson moved on the 11th October,
1939, as follows:

That Railway By-law No. 55--Goods Rates
Book-dated the 1st March, 1935, made under
the heading of the Western Australian Govern-
ment Railways, as published in the "'Govern-
ment Gazette'' on the 29th September, 1939,1and laid on the Table of the House on the
3rd October, 1939, be and is hereby disallowed.

If members consult "Hansard" they will find
that a lengthy debate took place and that on
the 24th October the by-law was disallowed
by 10 votes to eight, while 10 other mem-
bers paired. I suppose Mr. Thomson thought
he had added another to the numerous asalpe
he had been successful in obtaining in the
way of disallowed regulations. But the re-
solution of the House was ignored. If
members turn to "Hansard" of 1939, page
1608, they will find a question addressed to
the Chief Secretary and answered as fol-
lows:

Eon. A. Thomson asked the Chief Secretary:
If it is not necessary under the Government
Railways Act, 1904, to lay before Parliament
any regulation or by-law made under the said
Act increasing or decreasing fares or freight
charges, why was by-law No. 55 laid on the
Table of the Legislative Council on the 3rd
October?

The Chief Secretary replied: It is not neces-
sary to make increase or decrease railway
fares or freights by means of by-laws. They
have always been made by way of by-law
purely as a matter of convenience and for the
sake of uniformity.
According to "Hansard" I interjected, "That
is no answer to the question why the by-
law was tabled." That is the position. By-
laws are tabled and disallowed, and then the
decision of this House is ignored. That
being so, there is nothing to prevent the
Commissioner of Railways from making the
contemplated increase of 12J per cent. in
railway freights and fares. This House has
no say in the matter. We have had a say
on previous occasions-and the say has evi-
dently proved worthless-after by-laws have
been tabled; so it is just as well on this
occasion to enter a protest before the in-
crease is actually made. On studying Mr.
Williams's figures, I find he is £100,000 out.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Just £100,0001l
Hon. J. CORNELL: The loss last year

was £3,800,000, and Mr. Raynor in his cvi
deane said that he expected a much bigger
loss this year. Assuming, however, that
the loss this year 'will he the same as that
of last year, then a 12Y/2 per cent. increase
would amount to £475,000. We will assume
that the metropolitan district will carry
one-third of that increase. I do not think
that it will carry any more-in fact, I am
being generous.

Hon. A. Thomson: More than generous.
Hon. J. CORNELL: That would amount

to £158,000. Half the population would
pay ;C158,000; the other half of the popa-
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lation in the remote outback districts-, even
in the far Northi-West, would have to find
£370,000, so one can see who will have to
nurse the baby. It has been said, and coun-
try members are wvell aware of this, that the
removal of wheat from this harvest will be a
problem. Much of it will not be removed;
it will lbe stored in the locality where it has
been grown. That must spell a decrease in
the revenue to be derived from haulage of
wheat from country districts. Is there any
guarantee that this 121%_ per cent. increase
will be a flat rate? Will the impost he
greater on the commodities that are essen-
tial to the lives of the people in the far back
districts? Are these people to be called upon
to bear a greater proportion than will the
people living in the more favoured parts of
the State?

It may be argued that the increase in the
basic wage-I think it costs the Govern-
mnent roughly £500,000 per annum-does not
as yet affect the Goldfields. I fail to under-
stand haiw a figure can be arrived at to pro-
vide an increase in the basic wage in the
South-West Land Division and in the metro-
politan district to the extent of more than
7$. a week in the last six or 'eight
months, while at the same time there
has been no increase in the basic wage
for the Gold fields, not even at 'Marble Bar.
I know, as do others who are in touch with
those districts, that the cost of living theme
has increased considerably. Not only have
people in those districts niot received anl in-
crease in the basic wag;, but they are unable
to obtain many of the commodities that are
available on the coast.

Our goldmining industry has been par-
tially depleted of its manpower; gold fields
towns have disappeared; patriotic mine
managers are now saying to the Civil Con-
struction Corps and Armed Services, "If
you want any more of our men, take thenm

albecause we are honest with our directors,
but Ave will have to say to theta that the
best thing for them to do is to close down
the industry. If things turn our way when
the war ends, we wvill talk about starting
again." The position today is that the gold-
mining industry is carrying onl at great
financial loss and sacrifice. The tonnago
treated by the Lake View and Star has been
reduced from 50,000 tons to 2i,000 tons per
month. That will give members a fair idea
of what is happening in the industry. Now
there is a possibility of that section of the

community being asked to shoulder a further
burden by way of anl increase in railway
freights and fares, and this on top of their
Jpresent disabilities. It may not happen, but
I have a vague idea that it will.

If we are in such financial straits that
we find we must further load up the two
sections of the community that already have
got it wvell and truly iii the neck as the re-
sult of the war and their contributions to
the -war effort-I refer to the primary pro-
ducers-then I say that the Commonwealth
and State Governments should have sense
enough not to hurry on thle day that is fast
approaching when both our major primary
industries will collapse. If that happens
there will be no question of a further increase
in railway fares and freights on the commo-
dities which those industries -use and pro-
duce. The sensible way to approach the
matter is to say to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment that these industries cannot carry
any additional burdens and that if they are
to be kept going, then it must find the money
to make up the difference. If the Common-
wealth Government is offering to subiidise
universities4 for the training of post-war
scientific Dien, then it is up to the Conunon-
wealth and State Governments to reach some
agreement whereby those people who have,
H5 I previously remarked, arheady gont it in
the neck, shall he able to continue to carry
on. Failing this, then there will be little if
nv avenue af employment or scope for the
scientifically trained men.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East) : I
support the motion but shall not have much
to say concerning it because 3Mr. Williams
and Mr. Cornell have covered the ground
fairly comprehensively. When I confine
my remiarkcs onl this question to the Gold-
fields I hope that members representing
country districts, ill not think I ami un-
s-ympathetic to their point of view. One
ran syipathise with the Railway Depart-
ment in the position it has to meet;- at the
same turne one is forced to realise what a
renllr dra';tie remedy it prps, to adopt.

lion. (i. W. Miles: The increase in thle
basic wvage -will he responsible.

lion. K. 31. HE1ENA-Y: 1 notice that the
ptroposi 1 has not yet been the subject of a
decision by the Glovernment, which I am
sure, will weigh the pros and eons very seri-
ously before agreeing to the proposal made
by Mr. Raynor. Tt seems to me that unless
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the Comnmonwealth' Government makes some
big decision in matters such as this, as
time goes on we are going to reach the
breaking point. Costs on the Goldfields
have already gone tip by leaps and bounds.

I am in agreement with the point of view
excpressed by Mr. Cornell, and fail to see
how it is the Government Statistician was
unable to find that an increase in the cost
of living had occurred on the Goldfields.
The position is undoubtedly very serious.
Mr. Williams has read a letter setting forth
a resolution carried by the Kalgoorlie 'Muni-
cipal Council. Just before I left to come
to Perth this week, I had an urgent call
from the secretary of the Chamber of
Mines, IMr. Anderton, and hie added his
point of view to that expressed by the
council. Many mining men and others are
greatly agitated about this proposal. Their
attitude, I think, is revealed in two para-
graphs from a letter written by the town
clerk as follows:-

The people of the Goldields desire to be
tolerant and co-operate with the Government
in any move which is found necessary onl ac-
count of wvar-time exigencies, but they cannot
Contemplate with complacency so great ain in-
Crease in charges as that suggested.

The people in the'outposts of the State, more
particularly the Eastern Goldflelda are depend-
eat o n the railways, anid the charges mode for
the carriage of goods affect every resiudent . Alt
the requirements of industry are conveyed by
train, and food, clothes, furniture and other
necessities arc influenced in price 1)y trans-
port costs.
T hare today received a letter from the
M1inister for Railways in reply to a ]etter
which wre, that is Mr. Hall and Mr-. Seddon,
uiy two colleagues for the 'North-East Pro-
vince, and I sent to him onl this subject. The
paragraph I am going to read in the Min-
ister 's letter indicates what conditions are
like in omic part of the district. The ex-
tract is. as follows:-

The traffic has fallen off to such am extent
that the present service could nut he justified
and its continmance would involve the depart-
ment in considerable loss. The mining acti-
vities in the LaVertOll district have practically
ceasedl and it is anticipated that by the end
of this; month the population of the town will
have dwnindled to 50 people, at Burtville to 2.5
and Lancefield and Glediator to 21.
This indicates how war conditions have
affected the district.

Hon. J1. Cornell: This is the tragic story
of that district.

Hon. E. 11. HEENAN: One of the
g-reatest tragedies brought about by the

war in this State is undoubtedly the effect
that current conditions have had on the
Eastern Ooldfields. I travel on the train
every week. Air. Seddon and other mem-
bers will bear me out when I say that every
Monday night the train is practically
crowded, Nearly every week there is a
call-up, amid one wonders where the men
airc coming from. The district is being de-
p~letcel. I am afraid that if the suggestion
to increase railway charges is carried into
effect, the people who are remaining at
Burtville, Laneefleld and Menzics; will say,
"This is the last straw; we might as well,
go to Perth or somewhere else where we
do not have to put uip with these hardships."
We do not wvent that to happen. The dis-
trict has remarkable potentialities. We
look forwvard to the mining industry play-

i-a very important part in the post-war
period.

Any policy that will have the effect of
further depleting the towns in the district

shudbe very carefully considered. I have
the greatest sympathy with the Minister foe
Railways and the Government who have to
finance these big projects, but the situation
-1 wish to impress that upon the Minister
-is regarded very seriously by bodies and
people who are prone to take a dismial out-
look regarding the position generally. I
hope that iii supporting this motion I shall
hie indicating that further consideration is
needed beforie the proposed increases are
carried into effect.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomlson, debate
adjourned.

BILL-MEDICAL ACT AMEND-
KENT.

Received from the Assembly amnd read a
first time.

BILL-LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [2.5-5]:
I think it may be said that the outstanding
result of the discussion up to the present
has been that there is need for a revision
of the activities of the Lotteries Commission.
I say that without in any way reflecting
upon the attitude of that body towards the
job it has in hand. Those of us ivlmo live in
the country and have experience of country
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hospitals know that the Commission is very
concerned to do its best to assist in the
provision of those hospitals by the best
means in its power. The speech made by
Dr. Hislop yesterday indicates that there is
a weakness that could be remedied, and I
intend to support the doctor in any step he
may take to bring about that remedy. It
is bard to understand why the 'Medical De-
partment has not taken action concerning
the incidents. mentioned by the hon. member
in the course of his speech.

The Chief Secretary: Those incidents
have nothing to do with the Lotteries Comn-
mission or with this Bill.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The incidents have a
lot to do with the administration of the
Medical Department. That department and
the Lotteries Commission work in close con-
junction in regard to the provision of
equipment for hospitals. The Minister for
Health is particularly keen on the hospital
side of the Medical Department, but when
-we bear of these and other matters referred
to by Mr. Cornell we feel there is necessity
for action being taken, and that the Govern-
ment and Parliament should he at one in the
desire to erfect any possible improvements.
Itt i for that reason I shall support any
move that Dr. Hislop may mnake in that
direction. Such matters as these require
prompt attention, and I think that parlia-
mentary action is definitely needed to bring
that about.

HON. G. W. MIESB (North): I repeat
what I have said before that the commission
paid on the sale of tickets is altogether too
high. It should be possible to sell them for
half the money, for 5 per cent. instead of
10 per cent. I have said this year after
year, but no notice has been taken of the
Suggestion. I maintain that just as many
tickets would be sold on the basis of 5 per
cent. commission as on that of 10 per cent.
The disposal of tickets is a side-line in the
vatse of most of the sellers. The people buy
their own tickets and it is not right that they
should he asked to subscribe a sum of money
that includes a selling commission of 10 per
vent. I hope the Government will take this
matter in hand.

Failing action by the Government, per-
haps some member will bring down a Bill
to alter the system at present in vogue- I
agree with what Dr. Jiislop said with regard
to the distribution of money collected by

the Commission. I do not know whether he
could bring the matter up in connection with
this particular measure, but I do think that
if the hon. member were to introduce a
Bill for the creation of a hoard similar to
that which exists in Victoria to look after
the distribuation of the money, it 'would be
far better for all parties concerned. As for
cutting out the lotteries altogether, that has
been advocated for years. Personally, I have
never taken a ticket in any lottery or sweep,
or indulged in other forms of gambling.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Have you not taken
out a tickets

Hon. G. W. MILES: No.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Perhaps not in your
own name.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I have not taken
a ticket in my name or in the name of any-
one else. It is impossible to make people
moral by means of an Act of Parliament.
If there were no State lotteries, those fools
of people who do not know how to look after
their money would merely dip deep into
their pockets and pay it out to the book-
makers in connection with the races. It is
necessary to protect them from themselves
if it is possible, and that is why some people
advocate legislation. On the other hand, if
the State lotteries were prohibited, it would
merely mean that the money would go to
lotteries conducted in other States. If we
aire to have the evil, let us control it. I
hope the Government wilt reduce the com-
mission paid to ticket-sellers. It is sheer
daylight robbery to pay commission at the
rate of 10 per cent. I do not know if it
is allowed as a kind of bribery to secure the
votes of these people, or what it is- I know
they are getting altogether too much when
they are allowed to take 10 pecr cent. for
the sale of lottery tickets.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central): I was
glad to hear 'Mr. 'Miles9 say that for years
hie has been suggesting a certain course of
action and that no notice has been taken
of his contentions. His statement reminded
me of the old adage that "fellow feeling
make-L ivz wondrous kind." Mr. Miles has
been a member of this House for a much
longer period than I have been, and I have
often thoug-ht I was the only member of
whom no notice was taken. Mr. Miles is
more influential and a much more prominent
and bigger member-bigger in more senses
than one-than I am, and therefore I can
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take heart from his remarks, which will en.
courage ic to keel) pegging away. The
Chief Secretary informed the House that
the Bill has nothing to do with hospitals.

I do not think that is quite the position
because a recent report of the Auditor Gene-
ral on the lotteries would indicate that the
Commission has quite a lot to don with those
institutions. That is why I consider Dr.
Hislop was fully in order in speaking as hie
did yesterday during the debate onl this mnea-
sure. At long last we have anmongst us a
member of the medical profession, and most
of us welcome him to our midst. We e,-.
tainly pay due regard to the opinio'ns of a
manl of Dr. Hislop's stati, w,.hen he dis-
cusses hospital matters. ltre is what thme
Auditor General had to say in his report-

The donations paid included an amount of
£211,000 to thle Treasury on behalf of the Perth
Hospital Trust Fund, towards interest and
sinking fund onl loan moneys used for tile erec-,
tion of the new hospital. This makes a total
amkount of £86,000 made available for thle
period October, 1938, to the 1-4th September,
1942.

That is a fairly substantial amount made
.available by the Lotteries Commission to the
Treasury, for what purpose? To meet cuir-
rent expenses in connection with the Perth
Hospital? To enable comforts, prescribed
by mnedical practitioners or others, to be pro-
vided for patients at that institution? Not
at all! The allocations represent capital ex-
penditure. I do not profess to he a char-
tered accountant, hut I think that is wrong.
I cannot understand why moneys at the dis-
posal of the Lotteries Coinamission should be
allocated as capital expenditure. Further
on the Auiditor General points out that
among the amounts made available by the
Commission was a sum of £20,085 for the
erection of a building at thle Carrolup native
settlement. When the Department of Native
Affairs asks Parlianment for a vote of money,
the amount provided vhould at least cover
the eaptial eoxpenditure on buildings. If
there should he a sick or infirm native who
wanted a blanket, some tobacco, or a tot
of rum, and the Treasury happened to be
a little short of funds, I quite understand
it would be all right to call upon tile Lot-
teries Commission to asgist in making at smiall
amount available to meet thle requirements of
the native. The Auditor General's report
shows that it is not only the Perth Hospital
that has received assistance under this head-
ing. I do not desire to take a narrow view,

because we in the country are indebted to
the Lotteries Commission for money made
available from time to time. As secretary
of the Geraldton hospital comforts fund I
know I receive anually aL cheque for £15
from the Commission to help in providing
Christmas cheer for the patients.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Dedman will not
let you have it this year!

Hon. E. I. H. HALL: That is all right.
I merely wish to make a protest against the
allocations of amounts by the Lotteries Corn-
mission for use as capital expenditure on
various institutions.

The Chief Secretary: Then you disagree
with the vicws of Dr. Hislop.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am stating my
0l)if1i011.

The Chief Secretary: But you disagree
with Dr. IHislop.

Hion. E. H. H. HALL: I do not know
that I do. If Dr. Ilislop were prepared to
depart from the Standing Orders1 he might
at this stage reply, by way of interjection,
indicating whether my interpretation is cor-
rect that he merely wishes some other auth-
ority to he set up to take charge of the dis-
bursement of funds and that that body
should comprise memlbers knowing something
about hospital administration.

Time Honorary Minister: There are men
onl the Lotteries Commission who have had
very lengthy exlperienee ill hospital admin-
istration.

Hon. E. H. H, HTALL: I always take
notice of what the Honorary Minister says,
because I have found him to be very fair-
minded. I did not know that that was the
position, and I am glad to he acquainted with
the fact that there are on the Commission
mnen experienced in hospital administration,
but is there a man possessing medical know-
ledge associated with the Commission?

The Honorary M1inister: Medical men
make very had hospital administrators.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I do not wish to,
deal with the Medical Department, but again
to prostest against the Lotteries Commission
making donations towards capital expendi-
ture. I agree with Mr. Miles in his objec-
tion to the amount of commission paid to
ticket-sellers. The Chief Secretary suggested
t hat if the commission were -reduced, the
vequired volunme of tickets would not be sold,
but I cannot agree with that contention.
There is one aspect for which members of
this House can take sonic credit, and that
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relates to the audfiting of the Commission's
accounts. At the outset the work was given
to a private firm of accountants, andi at the
time I objected strongly to that procedure. 1
wanted to know why the Auditor General
could not undertake the duty. I was very
pleas-ed to notice that a few years later the
Aluditor General was apptointed to audit the
Commnission's books. Naturally I had noth-
ing- against the private thrin, bilt I thought it
';as wrong for the representatives of that
concern to aiudit the books of the Lotteries
Commission in the spiecial circvllnstances.I
atit) very glad that tile changev has been made.

I do not wish it to be suipposed that I
aJgree with all that 'Mr. Mfiles stated].
I do not think thle Government would he
5o debased as to descend to the level indicated
!Pr .that hon. mnemtber when lie referred to
thle possibilitx of-I shall not repeat the
word! I ant sure there is no suchl unworthy
motive aszsocia ted with the Government's
actions. I repeant the contention T advanced
211 past years that at body of public-spirited
-,en with all thle neessary, exp~eriencee could
be obtained to adintister the business of
+he Lotteries% Commission and tile distribution
of its funds in a1 Purely honor01ary capacity.
That could be donle as it was with thle Perth
Hospital for so ulacm rea rs. Whena thle
honorary hoard of managemient found that
they could not secure funds necessarY to
carry on the institution pro perly, they re-
signted. 'One of those members was the pre-
senit Minister for Health. I shall vote
against the second reading of the Bill, inl
order to enip~hasise in ' protest algainst thip
features; to which I1 have alluded.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East):- In my
opinion, and with all (lue irspect to sonlc
members who have spoken during. thle debate.
they wandered a long war from the Bill in
their relknl r'k.

The Chief STretaTy: Hear, hear!
Roll. 0. B. Wool): The object of the

Bill is to achiieve one end, and that is; to
oxtend time life of the Lotteries Commission
for another year. As far as I amn cncerned.
that extenision oif life will he granted. In
tIn'. eouutr v di'~ricts we would find( ourselves
ill a hop1ele~s l)ositioui were an end to he plut
to the operations of the Commission. I hlove
nit fault to finda with it, and I have nuchi
1pasure in supp~orting~ the Bill.

On omotion liv time Chief Secretary. debate
a djourned.

BILL-ROAD CLOSURE.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY NNISTER [3.131 in
mnoving the second reading said: Thi9 Bill is
another of our hardy annual There aire
six piropiosals in the Bill dealing with road
matters in %'orseman, Kaitanning, East Perth.
North lPerth, South F'remantle, and North
F'remnantle respectivel y. Plans of! thle lecali-
ties with which these proposa;.ls are concerned
have been sniaplied to me(, and I will place
iese oin thle Table of the louse so that macin-
her's mnay have a full knowledge of what is
emlbodied ill thle Bill.

Clause 2 deals with the closure of a road
ttNorseman, and this arisesz out of a de-

,,ire hr the Mines Dejnrtiii'ats to obtain a
mor01e convenient site tor it- Schlool of
Mlines reserve, TIme- new site chosen
encroached upon 1uortirin of a muadwaly, and
as then' is no provision in thle Road Dis-
tricts Act for closures, required by tile
Crown, the necessa.ry- lwovisib ir habad to
blxuiaode ill this Pill.

Th~e eiis.tt'rnmst 110111011 of Keiisingtoni-
etreet, Ea-st 1 'r1 h. wllidh has beeni closed
for sonme Years is referred to iii Clause 3.
'lha area is now crowni hand £1n11 ad-
Jins the inortlhern boundary of the
(iasworks block at Fast Perth. The
Perthi City Council, in a desire to extend
thle Gasworks, llirclaseL fromn the Railway
Department an area of land to the north of
the existingQ site, aid( this is severed from
thle area vonaprisimig the old works by thle
closed road.. Thle council desires to acquire
the. closed road, and An agreemient has 'been
reached for the sale at £7041. There is,
however, 11o pnivisioit in tile Land Act for
the (lirect sale of towns-ite Crown land uni-
less suchl lauld is su~blitted tai auction. Ob-
viously it would be imp lractivable to submit
to auction such at narrow strip of land, bar-
inl- ill Initd that thle land on both sides of
it is owned by tile one lparty, namely, the
P ertii Cit-y CouancilI. Pai'lianmititlrr appro-al
is therefore dlesiredl for tile direct sale to
time council ait the price indicated.

The clo-.re iii 1portioni of Holland-street,
Sot -"emaitl i-. dealt with inl Clause 4.

Tlhe State Wool Committee has requisitioned
the usc oaf two large areas, IlamelY. Fremantle
lots 13119 and 1523, which are held by' the
F'remantl Ic Minicipa I Council for recea-
tional porp-Ioses. Thle State Wool Committee
has agreed to lease these, reserved lots from
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the council for the dutrationi of the war
and two years thereafter,,but it is necessary
that that portion of Holland-street which
passes through the lots be covered by the
lease also. It is first of all necessary to
close the road, and this is provided for in
the Bill.

Clause 5 deals with the closure of a swell
portion of Parr-avenue, North Perth. This
has been requested by the Perth City Coun-
cil. The area of tie roadway which it is
proposed to close is not required as such, as
lots abutting on it have other road front-
ages. A reference to the plant will indicate
t he lproposal more fully. The clause pro-
vide., that after closure hats been effected,
the land shall revest in the Crownt and may
he grantedi to the City of Perth in fee
.simple, with jpower to svell such laud to the
adjoinling- owner.

The npxt proposal will be found in Clause
6, wh]ich provides for the closure of por-
tion of Arnold-street, Kattanuing. Onl both
sides of the portion of Arnold-street con-
cerned are areas of land whirl] have been
acquired by the Katanning Road Board for
thle establishment of stock salcyards and
[lhe disposal therefrom of liquid wastes. The
hoard wishes., to carry out certain improve-
ments and desires that portion of Arnold-
street lie closed for addition to the sale-
yards reserve. The Solicitor General ad-
rises that this is another case which can-
not be dealt with tinder the procedure laid
down in the Road Districts Act. Accord-
ingly, the necessaryv provision is being made
in this Bill.

Provided fur ii] Clause 7 is the closure
of two portions of Ocean-parade, North
Fremantle. lin lte construction of wheat
bias Nos. 4, 5 and 6 at North Fre
mantle, an encroachlmenit wats juacd onl
certain parts of this roadway. Thesee
s-ites arc to be leased to the Commnon-
wealth (Government, but before the leases
can he issued it will lie necessary to close
Ilite parts of' the roaids concerned. Thle Bill
provides for this,, and rvvests the land in
thle Crown. If at sonie future dlate these
areas are not required for wheat bins and
it is desired to reopen the portions of road-
wanys, p~owetr to (10 .9o is included in the Bill
so that further reference to Parliament will
he unnecessary. Tt is, however, pointed out
that although this roadway has been sur-
v'eyed, it lies niever heen uised as such.

I have given an outline of the provisions
in this mecasuLre, all of which have been fully
considered amnd approved by the department
concerned. The Town Plann~ing Commis-
sioner is in agreement, likewise are the
various local authorities; and I trust that
Parliament will also approve of the pro-
lposals. I move--

That the Bill be now read at second time.
On miotion by Hon. J. Counell, debate

adljourm-ed.

BILL-RESERVES.

Second Readiny.
THE HONORARY MINISTER [3.181 in

inuring the second reading said: This is
the usual Bill brought forward each session
for the approval of Parliament to alter the
purpo~ses of, and to take any other neces-
sar-y act ion in connection with, reserves
held by the Crown and by public authori-
ties. There are thriee proposals in the Bill.
the first of which deals with the show-
ground reserve at Balingup, the Crown
grant of which reserve was, issued in 1911
in the namies of three trustees for lte
BalinguLp Agricltural Society.

In 1928 the trus-tees requested that the
trust hie transferred to the Balingup Road
Hoard. This was agreed to, and nder
Section 13 of thle Reserves Act, 1028.
authority was given for the required trans-
fer to the board. The transfer was not
given effect to, and one of the trustees has
since dtied. Riecently the agricultural
society againt brought the matter forward
:and reqiuested that the existing Crown
gi~ant he cancelled and thle reserve vested
iii the l-alinglip Road Board, the board be-
ing quite willing- to accept control. Ac.
corditigly the Bill provides for the revest-
ing of the land in the Crown so that a new
grant many lie issued to the r-oad board for
thle samle purpose.

The second proposal in thle Bill concerns
a Cla.ss A reserve at Hollywood, -which it
is proposed to set aside for education re-
quiremeonts. At p~resent a reserve of four
avc is held in thle district for this pur-
po-w It is situated near the earner of
(i overnnient-roaci amid] Smythl-road, Holly-
wood. In accordance with its long-range
policy the Education Department has ex-
pressed a desire to acquire inore land at
Hollywood for central post-primary school
purposes, it having beens found that the ex-
isting- education reserve is not sufficient in
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extent. An inspection has been made of the
available land in the district, and this has
disclosed that a suitable area of 10 acres of
land would be that comprised in Reserve
A19574 situated on the corner of Aherdare-
road and Smyth-road. The area is rested
in the Nedlands Road Board for recrea-
tional purposes. The board is quite willing
to relinquish the reserve for education
purposes, subject to the vesting in the
board of anl adjoining area in lieu for
park and recreational purposes. The whole
matter has been submitted to the Town
Planning Commissioner, and be agrees that
the proposal is a good one. The Bill there-
fore seeks the necessary authority for the
excision of 10 acresi from the Class A re-
serve, the area, to he set aside for educa-
tioni requirements.

The only other proposal in the Bill deals
with an area of reserved land at Carey
Brook, near Kannup. This area is set apart
for a national park, and it is surrounded by
a State forest. The Bill provides for the
excision of the western part of the park
lands reserve, so that the area concerned
may be included in the State forest. An
exchange will he made hy excising ann area
from the State forest and adding, it to the
park reserve. It is considered by the Con-
servator of Forests and the Surveyor Gen-
eral that this alteration -will have the effect
of improving the value of the national park
and will also enable the more economical
handling of the marketable timber in the
State forest. The effect of the alteration
will be that the area of the national park
will be increased from 3,360 acres to 4,107
acres. Plans of the areas concerned will be
laid on the Table of the House, and I trust
that mnembers will approve of the proposals
in the Bill. I move--

That the Bill be now read a second timne.
On motion by Hon. W. .1. Mann, debate

adjourned.

BILL-EVIDENCE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Sr70onu1l Reading.

Debate resumed fromi thep previous day.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[3.26] : I securedl the adjournment of the
debate because I was not quite dlear as to
the thoroughness of the records that were
to he produced] in order to identify' in oar
courts of law a prisoner with a record ill

another State. However, on examining the
Bill I becauae satisfied that it provides for
all1 that might reasonably be expected.
The finger-print cards and the record of
the person concerned are brought under in-
vestigation, and there can he no objection
on that score. As regards evidence by bank
officers, I am of opinion that the Bill makes
all needful provisions. We have known
many instances where witnesses wvho were
merely required to enter the box for a few
minutes had been brought at preat expense
of money and time and much inconvenience,
whereas all affidavit of the kind suggested
in the Bill would have filled the purpose
completely. After all, it may be a mere
question of deciding whether a mnan had an
account inl a certain honk, and a properly-
drawn affidavit wouild in all respects be equal
to personlal appearance. I support the see-
011( reading.

On motion by 'Hon. 5. %. Diminitt, debate
adjourned.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [3.28] in
moving the second reading said: I eonsaider
this to he one of thle most important meas-
ures introduced during this session. It deals
with whant has becomec a ver~y vexed question
-- the problem of venereal disease. Any-
one who has given attention to the ravages
of venereal disease not only in this coun-
try but also in niany other parts of the
-world will realise that we cannot be too par-
ticular or too careful, or even I may say
too extreme, in the methods we adopt for
stamping it oilt. I ami not a mledical man,
but I hare had the opportunity On Various
occasions to hear medical men, specialists
in their line, detailing the very widespread
effects of venereal di'sease, and more especi-
ally the very widespread effects of the dis-
ease in different countries after war.

It would appear that we in Westvrn Auis-
tralia are just encountering the saine diffi-
culties that have been experienced over the
centuries in other countries. In years gone
by we have felt that our legislation dealing
with diseazes of this nature was fairly satis-
factory M , estern Australia, in my opinion,
canl take pride- iii the fact thait the incidence
of venereal disease was grradually being re-
docved, or that, at aim- rate, the inumber of
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cases notified has shown during the last
few years considerable reduction. Not long
after the commencement of the present war
it appeared that the numbers reported
were increasing. Within, the last 12
months especially, the number of re-
ports has increased very rapidly indeed.
As a result of the somewhat alarming state
of affairs that became apparent a few
months ago it was considered necessary to
bring this amending Bill before Parliament.
The measure proposes to amend Sections
269, 279 and 281 dealing w.ith venereal
disease, Sections 288 and 292 which relate
to another subject altogether, and to add a
further section. The important matters
dealt with in the amendments concerning
venereal disease are as follows:-

1, The control of the sale of drugs in the sul-
plinilamide group to limit self-drugging in
connection with venereal disease.

2, The power to prohibit private medical
practitioners fromn attending or treating miem-
bers of the Arined Forces suffering from ven-
ereal diseases.

8, Thle granting to the Comissioner of
power to dteal with individuals lie has reason
to suspect arc suffering front venereal disease.

This means that -.uch cas ean be ordered
under treatmnent or ordered into hospital for
treatment.

4, The extension of the powers of the Cent-
mnissioner in the matter of holding people in
hospital for treatnient.

At the present time he is limited to 14 days,
after which the cumbersome method of
securing a Governor's order has to be
pursued.

5, The improvement of the legal position in
regard to positive evidence of venereal disease
jin respect of cases which may comle before a
court.

The incidence of venereal (lise-ase has
sharply risen in recent months. This, un-
fortunately, is the usual experience in xvar-
time. The present Act provides for the
notification of all venereal disease eases, and
the following is the total number of new
cases that have been notified in recent
Years-

1939 - .703

1940 - .. -630

1941 . -- . 443
1942 (10 months) - 15

Hlon. F. E. Gibson: rThat would not in-
(4lude Akrmy figures.

Thle CHIEF S ECRETARY: I think it
does. N o doubt numbers of cases occur
whbich are not notified, hut when it became
apparent that the incidence of venereal

disease w'as increasing to an alarming extent,
particularly in the Armed Forces, action
was taken without delay. A special squad
of police was set aside to make inquiries
into the origin of cases and associated prob-
icins, and it was mainly as a result of the
squad's activities and experience that it be-
came evident that the provisions of the
Health Act were inadequate to deal with the
position. Part 10 of the Health Act pro-
vides generally that persons suffering from
venereal disease shall place themselves, and
shall remain, under treatment until cured
Various penalties are provided for failnre
to do this, and heavier lpenalties airc set oul
respecting those affected with the diseasi
"'ho expose other persons to infection.

The principal section onl which the Corn
missioner of Puiblie Health depends foa
specific powers to deal with the negleetfui
or recalcitrant ease is Section 279, but be,
fore any power under that section can bE
put into operation, the Commissioner musi
have a signed statement in which is sei
forth the fil name and address of the per
son giving information leading the Corn mis
.stoner to believe that a certain individual il
s-ufferinrg from venereal disease. Re] uct
aniee onl thle part of many people to providi
that statement has contributed to a vet',
large extent to the spread of the disease
The limitations imposed by this sectioi
mean that, in a large proportion of case
where on general grounds it is almost cer
tamn infection exists, the Commissioner'
hands are tied. Tn some eases the Comm is
sioller may have knowledge that a certaii
person is probably the cause of spreadinj
the disease, hut his hands are tied hecans
other people who are in a position to giv
information are not pie pared to do so.

At the last meeting of the Federal Healt!
Council the Commissioner of Public Hfealti
Dr. Atkinson, raised the matter, and amend
meats. to the National Security Regulation
were agreed upon which have given th
Commissioner the necessary powers to tak
action otherwise denied him. It is, howevca
considered (desirable that the State Aci
which htas been found inadequate to dev
with the matter, should be atnended to prr
ride the Commissioner with all the power
necessary to deal with the question, and a
a result these amendmnents are submitted
the Bill. It is understood that when oul
own Act contains the ncessary power, th
N\ational Security Regulations will he witi
drawn so far as this State is coneerne(
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]Briefly, the amendments provide that where
the Commissioner has reason to suspect that
a certain person is infected, he may require
.such a person to he medically examined, and,
if found to he infected, to be placed under
treatment.

The Connniss.,iom'r'6 powers for compul-
-cry treatment are improved and clarified.
For instance, uinder the Act as it stands at
present the Commissioner van detain a per-
cl ilk hospital for~ only 14 days. If it is
necessary for a person to be detained for
a longer period, the cumbersome method has
to lie rescorted to of obtaining what is called
a Governor's order to detain the patient for
the longer period, and if a further 1.4 days
expires; we have to go through the same pro-
cednre again. This limitation is really un-
necessary, as the section already provides
that any person canl at any time appeal
either ag-ainst a Commissioner's order or
against a Governor's order to a judge of the
,Supreme Court, so that if any patient con-
siders hie is beinz wrongfully held or held
uinder treatment for ain unnecessarily lengthy
period, lie lia. that right of appea.

The amnieisalso deal with certain
minor legal mialtrs of evidence which have
produced difficulties inl the past. For in-
stance, where a prosecution is taken against
a person for hanving eased treatment or
eceaped from treatment under Section 279,
we have to prove that that person is actu-
ally suffering from venereal disease ait the
time the suinuons is issued. It may be that
the case was under treatment 14 dlays earlier,
but in order actually to prove that the per-
son is stilT suffering from venereal disease
a further medical examination is necessary.
If between the timie a pe-rson has escaped
andl the time a sumunons has heen issued
that person liis fulily recovered, there can
he no penalty although in the meantime that
person many have been the cause of spreading
further the disease from which lie is suffer-
ing. The ainendmnet provides9 that hanving
been under treatment pantients arc presumned
to lie still suffering from venereal disease urn-
leszs a ertificate of cure is produced.

Clause 8 of the Bill amnends Section 28
urhieh deals with ordinary infectious diseases
cases. Under the Act a local authority mny
Please itself whether it alsumes responsibility
for the hospitahlisation of infetions eases.
in practice, most local authorities do that
y signiuiz agreements with the Perth Hbs-

Aital, or- other hospitals which deal with in-

fectious cases;. There are, however, a small
minority of local authorities that refuse to
accept any responsibility, and as the Act
stands; they cannot be compelled to pay their
,,hare.

The amnendment propo ;es to overcome this
by giving- the Connissioner piower to order
a local authority to make agreements or
other arrangemuents by which infectious cases
arising in its district may lie provided with
hospital care, and makes it clear that a
local authority has responsibility iii regard to
all cases which are normally dealt with in
an infectious diseases; hospital, There are
certain infectious diseases, like typhoid and
tuberculosis, which art' not dealt with in such
a hospital. On the other hland, there are
certain relat ivcly minor infections which
usually arc not notifiable, such as measles
and Whooping cough, bult where these eases
are stevere, or complicated, they are usually
sent into anl infectious diseases hospital.

The Bill also deals, with the payments to
he made by local authorities in the case of
indigent personsq. For miany years the Public
Tieauith Departmenit provided 50 per cent.
of the net cost, Sonic 12 years ago the then
(iovernment agreed to refuind two-thirds of
(fte cost. Later, however, during the con-
tm'overs 'v that arose regarding the construc-
tionial cost of the new Infectious Diseases
Bbsl utah, the two-thirds arratngement was
cancelled, since when it has been on a 50 per
eent. basis. It is now proposed to make it
miandatory that the payment by the Govern-
mnent shall he on a two-thirds basis. Those
arra-ngenments have been made in the lpast
1y ag-reemient between the Government and
the local authorities. but by this amendment
we are laying down in the Act itself that the
Goverment shall lie responsible for two-
thirds of the cost and the local authorities
for one-third insofar as indigent patients are
concerned.

These amendments, which onl the one hand
give certain increased powers to the Commis-
sioner of Public Health and clarify the posi-
tion regarding which diseases the local auth-
orities are responsible for, and on the other
hland definitely fix the responsibility -for pay-
muent a-- between the Government and local
authorities, are the resunlt of d~~qiscsions and
agzreement with the( Local Government
As~sociation. I feel sure that this, House
will agree with the Government that
the timei has arrived whenl amendilments of
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this kind should be given effect to in order
that we may do all that is humanly possible
to minimise the incidence of venereal disease
in our midst, and also to lay down a definite
arrangement whereby other infectious
diseases may be dealt with. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by RHon. J. G. Hislop, debate
adjourned.

BILL-WEST AUSTRALIAN MEAT
EXPORT WORKS.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Mletro-
politan) [3.47], By this Bill we are con-
fronted with something done. If members
will look at the preamble they will see that
it is to ratify an agreement that has been
made; to ratify a purchase price that has
been. paid; to estabish the West Australian
Meat Export Works as a State trading
concern. I venture to think that if a
party of another political colour had done
something- of this kind without consulting
or obtaining the consent of Parliament it
would have heard a great deal about it
from those who now occupy the Govern-
nient benches. Although, apparently, there
is nothing that we can do in the matter,
I do not intend to allow this Bill to pass
without drawing attention to the dangerous
rapidity with which private enterprise is
being strangled in all directions, and re-
placed by Governmental control.

I would like to refer members to a reso-
lution carried at the A.L.P. conference held
in Melbourne last week. It is evidently
one to which a great deal of importance is
attached because it appears at the head
of the column contai.-ing- the report of pro-
ceedings. The wording of this proposal is
most significant. It is ats follows-

That the Federal Government should take
advantage of the present position to endeavour
to give effect to the objective of the A.L.P.-
the socialisation of production, distribution and
exchiange as far as pessible.

That was a deliberate motion to the effect
that the Commonwealth Government should
take advantage of tbe present position to
apply, as, quickly as possible, this policy
of the A.L.P. It was a little bit too blatant
andl strong even for that conference. What
was earried was something meaning exactly

the same, but couched in slightly less
offensive language-

Thec conference congratulates the Federal
Government in mnobilising and controlling the
resources of prodactionj distribution, and ex-
change of the Commonwealth in order to
achieve a maximnum effort bor the defence of
Australia. W~e further urge a continuance of
this policy in the post-war period so as to
achieve in times of peace the greatest measure
of economric security for the people.
In effect it is much the same as the original
motion, hut compliments the Government
021 having taken advantage of the present
situation in order to destroy private enter-
pr1i5C end bring into effect this plank in
Labour's platform. It is a great pity that
we were not furnished with a balance sheet
showing the operations of this company. I
do ]Lot know why it should not have been
able to carry on- I do not know why it
should niot have been a profitable enterprise
for a private concern. If it was not profit-
able and the c6nipany was not able to carry
on, but had to sell to the Government, why
was that so-' Was it because costs were
too high?

We received a little information during
the last few days about the position of
the slaughtermen in different parts of the
Slate. It was said that they had only to
work about 15 hours a week in order to
obtain their ordinary -weekly wage of £6
odd. It was also said, and not effectively
contradicted, that by working something
like normal hours they could make as much
as £20 a week. I would not object to that
if 'it were in proper ratio to what other
people nmake. Does the man who breeds the
stock and the worker on the farm who
takes care of it earn anything like that
wage in those hours? I do not know that
those conditions apply to the wvorks now
taken over by the Government. If they
rdo, that fact would explain to a large ex-
tent the reason for the failure of this com-
pany.

We all know that at Wyndham there is a
heavyv annual loss. We all know, too, that
the employees have always (lone far better
out of the concern than do the people who
supply the cattle. Is that a just position 9

What it means is this: In private enterprise
a balance has to he struck between revenue
and expenditure. In Government enterprise,
unfortunately, that does not necessarily
apply. We had a motion submitted this
afternoon dealing with the railways. It
iraq a protest against a contemplated in-
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crease in fares and freights. I am sorry
the mover did not set out the alternative
that he thought should be adopted. If his
alternative was that the loss should be passed
on to the taxpayer in the shape of a fur-
ther loss by the railways, then I certainly
would not approve of it. To amy mind there
are two alternatives in the case of railways.
I am sure that many economnic., could be
introduced into the running of the system.
A healthier discipline would go a long- way
towards achieving that end. I am equally
certain that the introduction of labour-sav-
ing and modern appliances in the mining of
coal at Collie would again reduce costs.

The Chief Secretary: Is not that a pri-
vate enterprise at Collie V

Hon. Sir HAL COLEB ATCll: Yes, but
conducted in a very extraordinary fashion!
It is private enterprise of which the Gov-
ernment is the main supporter and in regard
to which a Royal Commission some time ago
submitted a very informative report. I have
it on the authority of men who knowt, that
the introduction of labour-saving machinery
into the Collie coal mines is resisted, not by
the proprietors, but by the miners and that
the introduction of such mnachinery and
modern methods generally, would make a
substantial reduction in the cost of coal su-
plied to the Government. Rut no! The
method to meet the railways loss is to charge
the customer more, or to add it on to the
annual deficit. Two Country Party memn-
bers have given this measure their
warmest approval. I would like to know
why. Is it because they think that now it
is in the hands of the Government it does
not matter whether it pays or not: that the
Government will he able to pay thrum the
prices for their lambs even though the cost
hias to be passed on to the community by
way of loss on these wvorks'? I do not know
that there is more that one can siay. It is
high time that members and the public gener-
ally were made aware of the fact that pri-
vate enterprise is being steadily strangled;
that the Commonwealth Government and the
party in power in Western Australia are not
hesitating to use the present emnergency for
the purpose of~ strangling private enterprise
and putting into operation their policy of
nationalisation of the sources of production,
distribution and exchange of Australia.

The Chief Secretary: Do you suggest that
is what is being done by this Bill?

Hfon. Sir HAL COLEBAT CH: No, not
in this instance, but I think it probable that
the conditions of the times have placed the
company in such a position that it baa had
to go to the Government in an endeavour
to get out of its liabilities. I do not sug-
gest that in this instance the Government
has taken advantage of the present circum-
stances in order to establish a new trading
concern. I do say, however, that both the
Commonwealth Government and the State
Government are taking advantage of the
present circumstances in order to implement
a plank of Labour's platform which I, for
one, and I think the majority of members
here, regard as highly dangerous to the
future prosperity and development of Aus-
tralia.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West): 1, like
Sir Hal Colebatch, am not enthusiastic
about a concern such as this being taken over
by the Government. These works were not
taken over at the instigation of the Govern-
mnent, but at that of the directors of the
company. It must be remembered that the
people who floated this undertaking 22
years ago put their money into it to pro-
vide facilities to treat the surplus products
of the farmers. We realised that if we were
to develop the fat lamb industry it would
he necessary to have treatment works, so

eneenterprising, public-spirited men-mar
I mention the name of Mr. Ernest Lee
Sleeve, who is one of the most puhblic-spirited
men in this country, and who put a lot of
money into this enterprise ?-fioatcd this con-
cern to provide facilities to handle the pro-
ducts of the farmner. As the 'Minister has
said, no dividends were paid from its incep-
tion until the concern was sold, For the
first 14 years, no profits were made. For
flie last nine or ten years profits have been
made, and very good ones in some ywars.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: A profit of 14s. 8d.
was made in 1922!

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes. The nominal capi-
tal was £250,000. When it was floated, the
promoters bad difficulty in raising sufficient
money to enable a start to be made. Alto-
gether, there are 415 shareholders, but, a%
the 'Minister has also said, the guarantors
had to take up a good many shares them-
seolves. However, they did get 415 share-
holders to subseribe £74,064. With that
capital they started, after borrowing con-
siderable sum from the Government. On
the paid-np capital of the company, the
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profit in 1937 was 9 per cent., and in 1938,
27 per cent. This was made after paying
interest and providing for all depreciation.
The debt to the Government was £1I69,000,
and so the interest bill was considerable.
The Government did not charge any fancy
rate. I think it was 4 per cent. In 1939
the net profit was 26 per cent., which was
very good. If any other concern mnade a
profit of that sort, it might have been called
profiteering. In 1940, the profit was 14
per vent., and in 1941, 11 per cent, So the
conmpany wns making remarkable progress,
but still it was tanable to pay shareholders
anyv dividends.

}Ion. G. B. Wood: It depended 033 the
production of lambs wtether the works paid
or did not pay.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The works provided a
verys necessar~y service without which there
Would have been a glut in the meat market
(if this State. it provided the service for
which it was intended.

11on. G, B. Wood: No lambs, no profit!
Hon, L. CH-AIG: No industry, no treated

lambs! So the object was being attained,
inmely, to treat all the lambs available. In

addition, the works provided a large amiount
of cold storag-e. Over 309,000 eases of

lplswere stored there last year.
Ifon. L. B. Bolton: Do you think that the

Government will be able to run the works
at a profit?

Hfon. 1L. CRAIG: 1 do0. This concern
should work in veri* well with the Wyndham
Meat Works3 in the matter of staff employed
by the Government. At Wyndhani, opera-
tions start in April and finish in August,
and the works at Fremantle start their
main operations in September and finish
sonic time after Christmas. So the acquiisi-
tion oif the Fremantle works will facilitate
the holding of the Wyndhanm Meat Works
staff and provide employment more or less
all the year round.

In the circumistancs, the Government
should he able to handle the business fairly
well. All the profits made by the company
were spent on the works. At the time of
the sale, a valuation of the assets was made
by Ilr. Fairrell, 'Mr. Brine, and 'Mr. flyfield,
an(l, after allowing for the payment of all
debts, including those due to the Govern-
ment, assets to the value of something over
£E74,000) remiained. This showvs that the
Covernment bought only the actual assets
of the company, and paid nothing for good-

wilt. Therefore we cannot say the Govern-
inent paid too much. I agree that the
shareholders were fortunate in getting
back 20s. in the pound. The shares were
niot quoted on the Stock Exchange, and so
there was no real market value for them. In
s~uch an industry, shareholders do not, as
it rule, expect large dividends. Anyhow,
wve can say the Government got full vallue.
The amount written-off by way of depre-
ciation over the period was £42,000, so it
sents that the Government did not pay too
much. I personally am delighted that the
shaitreholders; who have had their mroney in
the concern for 20 years were able to get
it back, although they received no divi-
dends over the period.

Hon. J1. A. Dixnmnitt: It looks as if they
gave value for the money.

H~on. L~. CRAIG: Yes, the works gave
useful service to the State. In one year
we had 340,000 lambs. Let members visual-
ise what would have happened if there
had been no works.

lHon. T. Moore: To build the works to-
day would cost a lot of money.

lon. L. CRAIG: As a result of expert-
ence gained, the directors established a dif-
ferent method of treatment. They changed
fromi the ordinary killing method to the
chain method, which is a tremendous ad-
vantage. Chain killing does not require
very much skill. Women could undertake
the work; there is nothing at all difficult
about it. In the United States of America
I wvent through the works of the Armour
Meat Trust and saw working there a man
who was stone blind. He was earning £1
per day. His job, which he did just as
well as anyone else, was, to take the caul-
fat, which hie could do by sense of touch,
2ind lie had been doing that work for 20
yearus.

At the time of the sale of these works,
the company had an overdraft of £21,000,
aind the Conmmonwvealth was almost demand-
igl that additions, be made. These addi-
tions, and also improvements, were very
necessary. Taxation had reached such a
colossal height that the directors could see
nto prospect of ever paying a dividend,
and depreciation on the works was also
high. This, as much as anything else, I
believe, induced the directors to approach
the Glovernnient and ask it to take over the
ivoiks. The Government investigated the
inatter. The only request made was that
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the shareholders should be paid 20ti. in the
pound for the reason that their money
had been invested for 20 years and they,
had established the works on a good basis,
and therefore it would be reasonable to
pay par for the shares. Had the Govern-
ment acted in Shyloek fashion, it could
have bought all the shores at the market
value, and thus acquired the asset.

Hon. J. A. lDimmitt: That is not what
the Government did.

l. L. CRAIG: -No; I congratulate the
G4overnment on having acted in an entirely
fair way by purchasing the assets at more
or less the true value.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Now that the Govern-
nient is free of taxation, it should be able
to make a success of the works.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes. Provided the sup-
ply of lambs, is maintained, there is no
reason why the works should not show a sub-
stantial profit.

Hon. L. B. Roltton: We will supply the
lambs if the Government will pay us a
fair price.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am afraid some people
will say that as the Government now owns
the works, costs; should be cut down and
the- loss passed on to the public. The ques-
tion arises whether the Government acted
rightly in taking over the works, and then
asking the authority of Parliament for hav-
ingz done so. The wrorks were taken over
under powers conferred on the Premier by
the National Security Reg4ulations. I do
not think the, (overoment has made a had
deal. I ain not enthus:iastic about State
trading concerns because, as a rule, they are
so expensively run. I understand that M.%r.
Mfiles is not enithusiastic about some State
trading concerns;, but likes the Wyndhamn
Meat Works and the State Shipping- Ser-
vice.

lion. VT. WV. MNiles: lie does nol like them
at all. Speak for yourself, not for mep! You
aire too much in the habit of trying to put
words, into thep mouthis of other people.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
ion. L. CRAIG: I understand that lgs

lation of this kind is required so that the
works may be carried ou under: the State
Trading Concerns Act. I don not see that
the House can do other than pass the Bill.
T hope that the -works will he run as eeono-
mically as possible, and that in future they
will s how profits equally good or even bet-
ter than those obtained by the company. I

spotthe second reading of the Bill.

HON. G. W. MILES (North): I do not
know whether it was amusing or not to
listen to the speech of 'Mi. Craig. The bon.
member said the Government has done the
right thing in taking over the works from the
shareholders. He has lint up a case for
the shareholders. I contend that the Gov-
ernment has done something it had no busi-
ness to do. NYow, apparently, we hare ain
unholy alliance between the Labour Party
and the Country Party, the Country Party
supporting the Government whole-heartedly
inl its acquisition of this new trading. con-
cern.

Regarding the lion, memiber's statement
that I am in favour of State trading con-
cerns, I have never, during my 26 years In]
this House, supported a trading concern, not
even the 'North-West shipping service. On
the other hand, Mr. Craig and -some people
associated with hint have foisted it upon the
State. If that service had been left in the
hands of private enterprise, we would have
had better lprovision onl the coast and the
taxpayers would have been better off, while
the people of the North would have been
served more efficiently. We hear -Mr. Craig
posing as a.n authority on the NLorth, not
only todayv but in the course of other
speehes. He will probably fin] that, with
the liability onl his stations,, lie wviJ1 be an-
able to make all'y dividends, even in good
seasons,. after paying taxation, and, apply.
ing his line of argument on the Bill, he.
will ask the Government to take overT his
stations Iecause, on account of having to pay
out so muceh in taxation, he cannot mnake
any% money on them. That is the argument
he has put 01l) for the shareholders of this
company. N It is an outragec that the Gov-
eraniefnt should have purchase(] these works
and then have come along and asked Parlia-
nient to ratify the transaction. The next

ingim the Country Party, supported by Mr
Craiig, will lit up--

Hon. 0I. 13. Wod: We17 did not put this, up.

Ron. 01. WV. MILES: The lion. member's-
p~arty '.trrimlv supports the transaction. I
might timxgget that the Government take over
the woollen mills and freezing works at At-
bony' , that is, if I were of the same kidney
as soime people T could mention. M1r. Craig
would have us believe that the shbareholders
invested their money in the eolnpauyv as pat-
riotic people acting for the good of the Couin-
try and for no other purpose. He would
have us believe that he and his co-directors
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of companies do these things for patriotic
purposes.

Hon. L. Craig: No fear!

Hon. 0. IV, MILES: Yes, the hon. men-
ber does, and when a Bill is brought in to
provide for office boys licking stamps, he is
too dainned-I ain sorry-

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon, G. W. MILES: I will be better able

to maintain order if there are not so many
interjeetions. I have been put off my argu-
macnt. 1 was saying that Mr. Craig
is asking thnt time poor taxpayer should
come along to relieve the patriotic men who
have put their money into these big con-
cerns for the good of the State and not in
order to make a profit. Mr. Craig has ad-
mnitted that people cannot make money owing
to increased taxation; and, under the new
order, this increased taxation will go on for
all time. Therefore, those men come
along to this sympathetic Oovernment, sup-
ported by Country Party members, including
Mr. Craig, and say, "We cannot make a
success of this venture now; will you please
gi ve us 20s. in the pound and lot the tax-
payer carry the burden ?" The taxpayer has
carried the burden too long.

As I have said before in this House, the
Government does not care where it obtains
the money so long as it can borrow it and
carry on. Sir Hal Colebatch mentioned an
instance of the worker who earned uip to £20
a week. We have, too, the case put
up by your colleague, Sir. What does
it mean ? The Premier, under National
Security Regulations, despite the deci-
sion of the Arbitration Court, increased
t he basic wvage by 4s. 6d. per week.
The Railway Department will he forced to
make up thnt increased charge and it is
proposing to do so by increasing railway
freights and fares by 12 / per cent. That
extra cost will have to be borne by the people
of the back conntry. The whole thing- is a
farce. Are we to allow it to continue? If
so, where shall we end? As Sir Hal Cole-
batch pointed out, a -resolution was passed
bY the A.L.P. in Adelaide to nalionalise
everything.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Insurance was
mentioned,

Hon. G, W. MILES: Yes, and the direc-
tors of the insurance companies will he out
on their earu, they will not have a job. That

will be the time! Step by step this House,
sup ported by the Country Party, is allowing
the Government to take charge of every-
thing. When it suits themselves, the mem-
bers of the Country Party say, "Yes, we
will voe J

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am quite
sure the hon. member does not mean to he
personal.

Hon. 0 . W. MILES: I do not, Sir, want
to cast reflections on anyone. I desire to
enter my emphiatic protest againt our pre-
sent mnethod of government. I shall vote
against the Bill.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central): We
have hoard much about the Country Party
in this debate. I am but one memiber of that
piarty and I have not urged the acceptance
of this mneasure. I do not know what grounds
Mr. 'Miles has for connecting the Country
Party with the Bill. Even if two members
of the party did support it, that is no justi-
fication for mentioning the party quite so
frequently. If Mr. Craig feels that he should
suipport the Bill, well and goo-d; but that
also is no justificati on for repeating- the
namet of the Country% Party so frequently in
connection with it. I agree with the members
who have taken the stand that parliamentary
approval should first have been obtained to
a proposal of this nature.

We frequently castigate the Government
for spending public money on Government
utilities without parliamentary approval;
lint when a private company is bought
out, as this company wvas, without par-
liamentary' approval, then I feel the Gov-
e'rnment is honouring- its dutyv more in the
breach than in the observance. Is it any
wonder that pecople are askingI whether Par-
lianient has control over these matters? I
know this House's position with respect to
finance, but the Bill is brought lown for our
approval. If members take the stand which
I think they should, they would be quite
jusxtified in register ing an emphantic protest
against this continued flonting of Parlia-
ment. I enter my protest, and I am in agrree-
ment with those who are also doing so,
against the continual flouting- of Parliament
by the Government spending public money
without obtaining parliamentary approval.

On motion by Hon. L. B, Bolton, debate
adjourned.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayere.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Minisnter for Industrird flerrlopsnent awld

Lake Camspion Alaiitfi Menioranda Sn.

THE MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: With Your p~ertnission,
Mr. Speaker, and with the indulgence of
the House, I wish to make a personal ex-
planation regariling a point raised by the
member for Avon and the member for
Orcenough during the second r-eading debate
onl the State (Western Australian) Alunite
Industry Partnership Bill. Both those mnem-
bers referrmd to a statement appearing in
tht. mnmondii submitted in connlectiont
With tlie Bill and questione'd the claim in
that ,nilorin'l an to the etfeet that the first
unit of the plant to hie erected at Lake Cam-
pion would produce 1:30 tun of potash a
(lay, and that When the threle-unit plant was
installed there would ise :11i output of 3190
touts of potashb per day. The 'y both sug-
gested that that particular infill"mition

should have referred to the quantity of dlun-
ite to be treated, and not to the quantity
of potash to be produced.

I bad the matter checked up in the de-
partment and fid that the suggestion made
by those members was correct. The mistake
occurred in the dictation to the typist, al-
thoughI she, of course, is not in any way to
blame for it. As to the memorandum which
has beeni placed before members of this
House, I accept full responsihility. The
correct position is that the one-unit plant
will treat 130 tons of alunite per day pro-
ducing 13 tons of potash. When the addi-
tional lplant is erected each extra unit will
treat a further 130 tons of alunite per day,
and thus each produce an extra 13 tons of
potash daily. I shall be pleased if members
will make the necessary correction in their
copies of the memorandum.

QUESTIONS (4).
PHOSPHATE SUPPLIES.

Mr. WITHER3S asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Owing to the acute shortage
of and urgent need for supplies Of rock
phosphate, has the Department of Agrieul.
ture investigated the possibilities of obtain-
ing same from the islands adjaeent to West-
ern Australia, such as the Abroihos and the
islands of the Recherche Archipelago? 2,
If so ,with what resuilt, and if not, will he
give early consideration to such an investi-
gationi in an endeavour to have anl assured
supply?

The INISTER replied: 1 find 2, Reports
of investig-ations made during 1900-1905 in-
dicate that useful phosphatic deposits may
exist in the Recherche Archipelago. The pos-
sibility of these islands, which are near the
Great Australian flight, and other deposits
along the wrest and northi-west coast were Tc-

ported to the Commonwealth Government re-
cently.' The British Phosphate Commission
is; interested and arrangements are being
made for an early survey to give reliable in-
formation regardig the value of these de-
posits.

TAM WAYS.

Inqlir. noa E. i,tnswio and Ja.'gn

Mr. J. IIEf(;NEY_ asked the Minister for
Rni Iways: 1, 1I li aware that its at reqilt of

the Tranmway IDepart ment's action in 111(1eas-
in,- the fares to he paid by patrons living be-


